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as ft 191, y 78, o 113-9, etc., has been marked
by all editors since Wolf.

The highest praise is due to the work of
the staff of the Clarendon Press. Mistakes,

it would seem, are to them almost unknown
phenomena. The only misprint I have
detected is IK for iv (p 269).

T. L. AGAR.

THE STARS IN ROMAN LITERATURE.

De stellarum appellation* et religione Romano,
By WILHELM GUNDEL. Giessen : Alfred
Topelmann, 1907. 8vo. Pp. iv + 160.
M. 4.40.

MR. GUNDEL has written a useful book. He
has gathered together from Roman writers
most of their references to the stars, and
arranged them under various heads: the
evening star, the dog star, certain constella-
tions, and so on. But he has left room for
much better work.

To begin with, Mr. Gundel's Latinity is
not of the best. Among other things, I have
noted an unhappy use of ut with the indica-
tive in a causal sense. ' Ut Romani primitus
navigio non studebant, a Graecis hanc obser-
vationem eos traxisse veri simile est' (p. 80).
Later on there is a still more painful case
(p. 96). The author in a footnote unkindly
declares that the proofs were corrected by
one of the editors of the series to which this
essay belongs. This only makes matters
worse for Latin studies at Giessen.

Mr. Gundel's book is somewhat to seek in
etymology also. His argument is varied but
not improved by fairy tales of the following
sort: G. Vossius deducit stellam ' a 0-eA.as
lumen adiecto T vel a TCAACO (avariXXta) prae-
posito sibilo vel'—but why proceed? It is
indeed late in the day for stuff like this to be
reprinted. Exploded etymologies fill the
place of material which is necessary to the
completion of the essay. Astrology certainly
was an importation into Rome, but it already

flourished in the second pre-Christian century,
and would have rewarded a fuller considera-
tion than Mr. Gundel gives it. He thinks to
find with Nigidius Figulus the first traces of
astrology in Rome (p. 90). Rome was
subject to foreign influences from so early
a time that we cannot form a clear picture of
purely Roman religion: it seems to me
inconsistent to quote late writers to illustrate
the Latin names of the stars, and to pass
over the astrology with which their minds
were tinged.

In fact, Mr. Gundel's book is below the
level of others in the same series, notably
Mr. Thulin's book on Etruscan religion. Mr.
Thulin, for instance, finds in the oldest
Roman calendar relations with astrology
due to Etruscan influences {Die Goiter des
Martianus Capella, p. 78). Why does not
Mr. Gundel make use of the work of his
predecessor ?

I have noted one or two details, of which
the following may be mentioned. Vitruvius
probably took the form vesperugo from Varro;
de architectura ix. pref. 17 and ix. i. 7 (p. 8).
Professor Mahaffy, in the Rambles and Studies
in Greece (p. 360), furnishes a charming
parallel to the septem triones, ' the seven
threshing oxen.' ' As for the treading out
of corn, I saw it done at Argos by a string of
seven horses abreast, with two foals at the
outside, galloping round a small circular
threshing-floor in the open field upon which

' the ripe sheaves had been laid in radiating
order.' F . GRANGER.


